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Some explanations are from the Help feature of EBSCO Host Research Databases.  These search concepts also apply to non-EBSCO databases.  However, review their help screens for details and possible differences.
Boolean Operators
· Boolean operators provide ways to combine terms (words) in a search.
· These operators are And, Or, and Not.
· And and Not cause fewer results to be retrieved, so they narrow a search.

· Or causes more results to be retrieved, so it broadens a search; it’s also good for joining synonyms.

· And combines search terms so that each search result contains all of the terms.  For example, travel and Europe finds articles that contain both travel and Europe. 
· Or combines search terms so that each search result contains at least one of the terms.  For example, college or university finds results that contain either college or university, possibly both.
· Not excludes terms so that search results do not contain any of the terms that follow it.  For example, television not cable finds results that contain television but not cable.
· More sample searches (operators do not have to be capitalized):
cloning AND ethics

cars OR automobiles

dogs NOT collies
(job OR career) NOT engineer
(rabbit OR hare) AND trap

((mouse OR rat) AND trap) OR mousetrap
theater OR theatre (See the first sample search under “Wildcards” on the back of this page.)
Proximity Operators
· Proximity operators look for results in which two or more words occur within a specified (or fewer) number of words of each other.  They cause fewer results to be retrieved, so they narrow a search.
· The proximity operators are Near (N) and Within (W).
· Proximity operators are composed of a letter (N or W) and a number (to specify the number of words).  The proximity operator goes between the words in the search.  See the sample searches below.
· N5 looks for results in which the words are within 5 words of one another regardless of the order in which they appear.  So, tax N5 reform looks for results with tax reform as well as reform of income tax.
· W8 looks for results in which the words are within 8 words of one another and in the order in which you typed them.  So, tax W8 reform looks for results with tax reform but not reform of income tax.
· More sample searches (operators do not have to be capitalized):
model N3 railroad 

(to look for results containing model railroad or railroad model)
war W3 roses 

(to look for results containing War of the Roses)

Truncation
· Truncation allows you to create searches using words that have various endings.
· In the EBSCO databases (but maybe not in others), the truncation symbol is the asterisk (*).  It cannot be the first character in a search term.  Truncation usually broadens a search.
· To use truncation, type the root of a search term and replace the ending with an *.  Your search will look through the database for all forms of that word.  For example, type comput* to search for results containing any of these words: compute, computed, computes, computer, computers, computing, computation, computations, or computational.
· More sample searches (modifications of prior sample searches):


cloning AND ethic*
(job* OR career*) NOT engineer*

model* N3 railroad*
Wildcards
· Wildcards allow you to create searches using terms that have unknown characters or multiple spellings.
· In the EBSCO databases (but maybe not in others), the wildcard symbol is the question mark (?).  It cannot be the first character in a search term.  

· To use the wildcard, type your search term(s) and replace each unknown character with a ?.  Your search will look through the database for results containing your term(s) with each ? replaced by a single character.  For example, type ne?t to search for results containing neat, nest, or next.  The database does not look for results containing net because there must be a single character at the wildcard’s location.
· More sample searches:


theat??

(to look for results containing either theater or theatre)

wom?n

(to look for results containing either woman or women)

behavio?r

(to look for results containing behaviour, the British spelling of behavior)
Field Codes
· Databases are composed of records.  Records are composed of fields.
· In an article database, each article is a record.  Article fields include the title, author, abstract, subject, and journal name (or source).
· Each field is represented by a two-letter code.  Some field codes are TI for title, AU for author, AB for abstract, SU for subject, and JN for journal name (or SO for source).
· Field codes also cause fewer results to be retrieved, so they narrow a search.

· Field codes are database specific.  For more information about the searchable fields available for a particular EBSCO database, follow these steps:
1. On the opening search screen, click Help in the upper-right corner.
2. On the left side of the next screen, look under Searching and click Field Codes.  Next, follow the steps in the second paragraph on the next screen.  That screen is titled “Field Codes.”
· You can use these codes to search the contents of fields.  For example, to search for articles containing sports injuries in their subject field, type SU sports injuries.
· More sample searches (field codes do not have to be capitalized):
· Searches 3 and 4 below give the same results.

· The order of the field codes and the terms after them does not matter.  For example, searches 7 and 8 below give the same results.
1. history AND TI ethnic cleansing
2. ZT literary criticism AND poe AND raven (Use ZT to look for literary criticism in the database titled Academic Search Complete.)

3. TI stem cell AND TI controversy
4. TI (stem cell AND controversy)
5. SU racial profiling AND AU tucker
6. SU (racial profiling OR racism) AND police
7. AB stem cells AND JN science news AND AU vastag
8. JN science news AND AU vastag AND AB stem cells
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