John Tyler   -   The Man
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Taken mainly from True Stories of Our Presidents by Charles Morris @ 1903.

     John Tyler was the first Vice-President to reach the White House through the death of a President.  When he received the news he was on his knees shooting marbles with his children in Williamsburg, Virginia.  The letter stated:

                                                             Washington,  April 4, 1841

          “To John Tyler, Vice-President of the United States:

                Sir:--It becomes our painful duty to inform you that William Henry

          Harrison, late President of the United States, has departed this life.

                This distressing event took place this day, at the President’s

          mansion in this city, at thirty minutes before one in the morning.

                We lose no time in dispatching the chief clerk in the State Depart-

          ment as a special messenger to bear you these melancholy tidings.

                We have the honor to be with highest regard,

                                                              Your obedient servants.”

To this letter was signed the names of Daniel Webster and other members of President Harrison’s Cabinet.

     John Tyler was born in Virginia, near Charles City, March 29, 1790.  His father, whose name was also John Tyler, was a staunch old Virginia patriot, and had been Speaker of the Continental Congress, served in the House of Burgesses and in 1838 served as Governor of Virginia.  He was also a prominent lawyer.  His parents taught him early on, so that when he went to school he could already read and write.  He had a quick mind, an excellent memory, and was very fond of his books.  At age 12 he entered William and Mary College, at Williamsburg, Virginia.  Here he graduated with honor at the age of 17.

      John Tyler became a lawyer and went into politics, belonging to the Democratic Party.  At age 21 he was elected to the House of Burgesses for five terms in succession.  At age 26 he was elected to Congress.  While there he worked so hard that he found it necessary to resign in his second term and retire home to regain his health and strength.  Soon after he was sent to the State Legislature, and in 1825 elected to become Governor of Virginia.  At age 37 in 1827 he was elected to the Senate.  He served for a short time and then resigned and returned to Virginia and his law practice.

     At age 23 John had married Miss Letitia Christian.  They had settled at Greenway, on a part of the Tyler estate.

     Although he had withdrawn from Congress, he continued to stay active in politics.  He was a Democrat, but people called him a “Southern Whig” in his views.  He was added to the William Henry Harrison ticket to bring in Southern votes.  While in office he was disliked by the Democrats – even though he sided with them on the vote more than half the time – and he was disliked by the Whigs.  Once an angry mob of Whigs assembled outside the White House, hissed and abused him and burned him in effigy.  All of his Cabinet resigned with the exception of Daniel Webster, who remained only because of the treaty he was working on with England.

     His first wife, Letitia Christian Tyler, the mother of seven of his fourteen children, was an invalid and died in September, 1942.  Tyler did not endear himself to the country when two years later at the age of 54 he married 24 year old Julia Gardiner, whose father had been his friend.

     He was faithful to his states’ rights convictions until his death.  A member of the Virginia secession convention in 1861, he served in the provisional Congress of the Confederacy and was elected to a seat in the Confederate House of Representatives.  Invading northern troops vengefully despoiled his Virginia Estate – Sherwood Forest.  He died on January 18, 1862.

