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Definitions

· Article.  A written essay or report on a subject; an independent part of a larger publication such as a journal, magazine, newspaper, or encyclopedia.
· Article database.  A huge, searchable collection of the electronic version of articles from reputable journals, magazines, newspapers, or encyclopedias.

Important Points
· When you search an article database, you are not searching the Web as you would with a tool such as Google.

· Databases produced by the same company (e.g., EBSCO) typically use the same search interface (screen) and the same  commands such as Boolean operators, proximity operators, truncation symbols, wildcards, and field codes (These commands are explained in the Help section of databases and in the sample searches that start at the bottom of this page.).
· Databases produced by different companies (e.g., EBSCO vs. Wilson) have different search interfaces (screens).  Also, even though these databases let you use the same types of commands (e.g., proximity operators, truncation symbols, wildcards), specific commands can vary.  Check the database’s Help section.
Differences Between Consumer or Popular Magazines and Scholarly or Peer-Reviewed Journals
· Advertisements.  Consumer publications usually contain more.
· Complexity of language.  The language in journals is typically more complex than the language in consumer publications.
· Audience (the readers for which the publication is intended).  Consumer publications are intended for the general public; journals are intended for subject specialists.

· Circulation (number of subscribers).  Consumer publications generally have more subscribers.
· Article structure.  Scholarly articles typically have sections such as abstract, introduction, literature review, methods, results, conclusions, suggestions for further research, and bibliography.  Consumer articles typically lack these sections.
· References / bibliography at end of articles.  Consumer publications typically lack these.
Differences Between Searching Article Databases and Searching the Web with the Google Search Engine
· When you search the library’s article databases, you are not searching the (“visible”) web.
· Google does not search the library’s article databases.
· The techniques you can use to search article databases are much more sophisticated than Google’s.
· Databases contain authoritative, accurate, reliable information written by people who know what they’re talking about.  This is not always the case with information you retrieve with Google.
· The results from Google and other search engines include sites that paid a fee to be included.  This is not the case for the results of a library database search.  See this site:

searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/article.php/2167941
· Access to databases is restricted to specific people by legally binding contracts.  This is not true for Google.
· Information in databases is mainly on the “invisible” web (“invisible” to tools like Google).  NOTE: All information is not on the (visible) web (e.g., due to copyright restrictions)!
· For information about the invisible or “deep” Web, see:

· The U.C. Berkeley Library (www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/InvisibleWeb.html)
· The Deep Web White Paper (www.brightplanet.com/images/uploads/DeepWebWhitePaper_20091015.pdf)
· CompletePlanet: The Deep Web Directory (aip.completeplanet.com)
Searching Academic Search Complete

NOTE: Academic Search Complete is a general database.  That means it covers many different subjects.

Tips:  See the Academic Search Complete opening screen on the back of this page.
· For help searching this database, click “Help” in the upper-right corner of the screen.  Then, in the far-left column under “Searching,” pay attention to “Booleans,” “Field Codes,” “Proximity Searches,” and “Wildcard and Truncation Symbols.”
· For a list of the publications from which articles were taken to compile this database, click “Publications” in the blue bar across the top of the screen.  You can search or browse the list.
· To retrieve complete articles (not just citations and abstracts), look below the light-green bar labeled “Limit your results” and click the box after “Full Text.”
· To retrieve articles from scholarly (i.e., peer-reviewed, refereed) publications, look below the light-green bar labeled “Limit your results” and click the box after “Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals.”
· To retrieve articles containing words related to your search terms, look below the dark-green bar labeled “Search Options” and click the box after “Apply related words.”
· Retrieved search results are displayed in a box outlined in light blue.  To the left, below the dark-green bar labeled “Narrow Results by,” you might see such links as “Academic Journals,” “Magazines,” “Newspapers,” and “Book Reviews.”  Clicking one of these links will limit your results to articles from that type of publication.
Sample searches:  Type searches into the “Find:” box in the screen shown on the back of this page.  Most searches are followed by brief explanations.

1.
diabetes

This search retrieves articles containing the term diabetes.
2.
diabetes and case study

This search retrieves articles containing diabetes and case study and will retrieve fewer articles than search 1.  AND is a Boolean operator that narrows (retrieves fewer results) a search and forces both search terms to be someplace in the retrieved articles, possibly pages apart.  Consequently, the article might not have the meaning you’re looking for.  For a way around this problem, see the next search.
3.
diabetes n5 case study

This search uses the near proximity operator to retrieve articles containing diabetes near case study and with no more than 5 words between them.  It will also likely retrieve fewer articles than search 2.  Since the search terms are closer together, the retrieved articles are more likely to have the meaning you want.

4.
diabet* and case study

This search uses the * truncation symbol to retrieve articles containing case study and any word starting with d-i-a-b-e-t (e.g., diabetes, diabetic, diabetics.  Note that d-i-a-b-e-t is the longest string of letters common to these three words.).  Consequently, this search will likely retrieve more articles than search 2.
5.
diabetes and (causes or symptoms or treatment)

In addition to the Boolean AND operator, this search uses the Boolean OR operator to broaden (retrieve more results) the search and retrieve articles containing diabetes and either causes, symptoms, or treatment (at least one of these three terms must be present).  NOTE: This use of parentheses is called nesting.  With nesting, articles that contain at least one of the terms in parentheses are grouped together.  Then, this group is searched to see which articles also contain the term diabetes.  This second group of articles is then retrieved and displayed on the monitor.  NOTE:  Searches a and b below are not the same as search 5.
a. (diabetes and causes) or symptoms or treatment

b. diabetes and (causes or symptoms) and treatment

6.
diabet* and (cause* or symptom* or treat*)

This is a variation of search 5 using the * truncation symbol to broaden the search.
7.
cancer not melanoma

This search uses the Boolean NOT operator to retrieve articles containing cancer, but not melanoma.  NOT narrows a search.
8.
fast-food restaurant* and menu* and nutri*

You could use a search such as this to compare the meals served at various fast-food restaurants.  nutri* tells the database to retrieve articles containing words such as nutrient, nutrients, nutritious, and nutrition.  Note again that n-u-t-r-i is the longest string of letters common to these four words.
9.
ti fast food* and ti healthy


This search retrieves articles whose title contains fast food and healthy.  “ti” is a Field Code that stands for title, the article’s title.
10.
ti (nutri* or health*) and ti fast food
11.
ti fast food and jn lancet

This search retrieves articles whose titles contain fast food, and all the articles are from the journal The Lancet.  “jn” is also a Field Code and stands for journal name.  Of course, articles will only be retrieved if the database contains articles from that particular journal.  See the second bullet under “Tips” on the other side of this page.
12.
ab fast food


This search retrieves articles whose abstract (summary) contains fast food.  “ab” is another Field Code.
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