


Cypress –Fairbanks Independent School District
Suggested Summer Reading List 2010
English II
(for students entering 10th grade)
It is strongly suggested that each student choose and begin the independent reading of at least one selection from the list below to prepare for the assignment/assessment that will occur during the first six weeks of the 2010-2011 school year.  

Alas, Babylon – Pat Frank

“Alas, Babylon. . .”  These fateful words heralded the end.  In seconds, the unthinkable nightmare of nuclear war ravaged America.  For millions, it was instant death; for tens of millions more, it was a living nightmare of hunger, sickness, and brutality.  Overnight, a thousand years of civilization were stripped away, leaving only naked passions behind.  But for one small Florida town, spared against all odds, the struggle was just beginning.  In this  realistic novel, scenes of death may be disturbing to some. Accessible to all students.
All Over But the Shoutin’ – Rick Bragg

In this autobiography, Rick Bragg grows up “dirt poor” in northeastern Alabama.  Through the efforts of his strong-willed mother, Rick and his brothers get a chance to break out of the family’s poverty.  Suitable for experienced readers.

Breathing Underwater – Alex Flinn

In this novel, Nick Andreas is charming and popular among his classmates, but he holds a dark secret ─ an abusive parent.  His anger carries over to his relationship with his girlfriend, Caitlyn.  A quick and capturing read suitable for all readers. Contains strong language and mature content.
Buried Onions – Gary Soto

Eddie, a young Hispanic, is desperately seeking a way out of his present life in the barrio.  Many obstacles hinder his progress; every step forward results in two steps back.  A real-life tale suitable for all readers.
China Boy – Gus Lee

Kai Ting, a seven-year-old Chinese immigrant, is the main character of this novel.  Facing complete culture shock, unable to speak clearly in either English or Songhai, and banished to the street outside his house by his father’s new American wife, Kai is a punching bag for his neighbors.  Caught between obeying scholarly cultural traditions to which he is forbidden by his racist “Stepma Edna” and needing to defend himself from the daily ritual of abuse from his peers, Kai enrolls in boxing lessons.  The novel centers on the men who serve as mentors to Kai in the program.  The author has a keen eye for characterization and describes these men accurately and honestly.  In the end, Kai has a showdown with the toughest neighborhood bully and boxes him bloodily into submission, finding the courage in this victory to stand up to his stepmother as well. Accessible to all students.
Choose from the following novels by Mary Stewart.
The Crystal Cave – Mary Stewart

In this first of a series of three novels, Merlin’s royal birth, education in the Crystal Cave with Galapas, sight, and powers are explained.  The book ends with the birth of Arthur, who is destined to become the king who unites all of Britain.  The book is told in first person from Merlin’s point of view.  Accessible to all students.

The Hollow Hills – Mary Stewart

Merlin brings Arthur to be reared first by his own nurse Moravik and later by Count Ector and Drusilla.  After years of training, Arthur is finally acknowledged by Uther Pendragon as his rightful heir.  Accessible to all students.

The Last Enchantment – Mary Stewart

Merlin advises Arthur as Arthur unites his kingdom, sees his sisters married, and weds Guinevere.  Accessible to all students.

Coming of Age in Mississippi – Anne Moody

In this autobiography, Anne Moody, an African American woman, invites the reader to experience the hardships she endured and overcame while growing up during the Civil Rights movement in Mississippi. Accessible to all students.
the curious incident of the dog in the night-time – mark haddon
This quirky novel tells the story of a teenage, autistic boy who attempts to solve the murder of his neighbor’s dog, Wellington.  As the narrative is told from the autistic boy’s point of view, the reader is invited into his world.  The author tells a story that is deeply funny, poignant, and fascinating in its portrayal of a boy who perceives the world in his own unique way.  His murder investigation leads him down some unexpected paths as he deals with a crisis in his own family.  This is a highly readable book with multiple layers of meaning which will appeal to all levels of readers.  Some strong language.
Dancing on the Edge – Han Nolan

In this National Book Award-winning novel, Miracle’s mother is a dancer and her father, a novelist.  Like her grandmother, she believes in things no one can see.  Step into Miracle’s world ─ a world where reality and the spirit world vie for control.  Suitable for experienced readers.

The Fallen Man – Tony Hillerman 

In this intriguing mystery set in Shiprock, Arizona, detectives Joe Leaphorn and Jim Chee investigate the discovery of a man’s body spread on a ledge under the pinnacle of Ship Rock mesa.  What are the details surrounding this man’s death?  In addition to mystery, Hillerman  offers a bounty of fascinating insight into the Navajo culture.  Accessible to all readers.

Falling Leaves – Adeline Yen Mah
In this non-fiction selection, Adeline Yen-Mah is born in 1937, the youngest child of an affluent Chinese family who enjoy rare privileges during a time of political and cultural change.  But Adeline lives a cruel childhood manipulated by her stepmother.  Suitable for experienced readers.
Girl in Hyacinth Blue – Susan Vreeland

This finely crafted novel tells the story of the girl in an imagined, undiscovered portrait by Vermeer.  Created in the 17th century, the painting passes through a number of people’s hands; following its path provides a series of tales that reflect the history and character of Holland and Europe through the years.  This selection begins in the present and works its way backward.  Suitable for experienced readers. 
Ghost Soldiers – Hampton Sides


This non-fiction selection reads more like a novel as it vividly re-creates the daring account 

of the raid of 121 hand-selected U.S. troops who, on January 28, 1945, slipped behind enemy lines in the Philippines.  Their mission:  to march thirty rugged miles to rescue 513 prisoners of war struggling to stay alive under terrible conditions of disease, hunger, and torture at the hands of the enemy during World War II.  The minute-by-minute narration unfolds, offering testament to the human spirit, an account of enormous bravery and self-sacrifice amid a world at war.  Recommended for experienced readers who enjoy reading about military history.  Contains strong language.
It’s Not About the Bike:  My Journey Back to Life – Lance Armstrong

This book is an autobiography of Tour de France winner Lance Armstrong from his humble childhood in Texas to his triumph over the Tour de France and cancer.  This account of Lance’s struggles with his illness and his sport is an easy, yet engaging read regarding an inspirational fellow Texan.  Accessible to all readers.
Ivanhoe – Sir Walter Scott
A colorful and lively tale of treachery, honor, love, and chivalry, Ivanhoe attempts to reclaim his good name after a devious knight spreads rumors of his disloyalty.  This classic novel personifies chivalry and explores the conflict between people in the Middle Ages.  Suitable for experienced readers.

The Long Walk:  The True Story of a Trek to Freedom --  Slavomir Rawicz

This nonfiction selection is an epic account of the escape of the author and a small group of fellow prisoners from a Soviet labor camp in 1941.  Although history is filled with people who have crossed immense distances and survived despite horrific odds, none achieve the extraordinary feat that Rawicz has recorded.  He and his companions crossed an entire continent – the Siberian arctic, the Gobi desert, and then the Himalayas – with nothing but an ax, a knife, and a week’s worth of food.  This amazing tale is heart-wrenching at times, but a great adventure story.  Accessible to all readers.
The Mists of Avalon – Marion Zimmer Bradley

There are always two different sides to every story.  Morgan le Fay, or as she prefers to be known, Morgaine, tells her version of the Arthurian legend and the various conflicts within it.  This amazing book from the New York Times’  “Bestseller Lists” contains mature and sensitive material.  A challenging read.
Monster --Walter Dean Myers

Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is accused of serving as a lookout in the robbery and fatal shooting of a drugstore owner.  In jail before and during his trial, he is surrounded by nightmarish conditions and loneliness.  Steve is an aspiring filmmaker, and in order to cope, he decides to write about his experiences in movie script format.  Monsters is Steve’s movie script, interspersed with personal diary entries; it provides insight into his life before the murder and his feelings about prison. Steve searches deep within his soul to prove to himself that he is not the “monster” the prosecutor says that he is.   The reader of this innovative novel becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve’s life.  Author Walter Dean Myers is a five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Award.   

Peeling the Onion – Wendy Orr

In this selection, young Anna Duncan’s life changes in a flash.    In a traumatic car crash, Anna loses her ability to be who she thought she was.  She is no longer an open, happy, outgoing girl, but an introverted, beautiful, poetic young woman.  In her struggle to beat her injuries, she discovers who she really is.  Accessible to all students.
Postcards from No Man’s Land – Aidan Chambers

Seventeen-year-old Jacob Todd travels to Amsterdam to honor the memory of his grandfather who died in W.W. II.  Shortly after arriving, Jacob is robbed and forced to stay with Gertrui, a woman who cared for Jacob’s grandfather during the war.  During his stay, Jacob comes to learn more about Amsterdam, the history of W.W. II in the Netherlands, and the remarkable Gertrui, whose wartime experiences unfold in a compelling parallel story.  A coming of age novel for mature readers.
Red Sky at Morning – Richard Bradford

In 1944, Frank Arnold is called to service in the Navy and moves his wife and son from Alabama to their summer home in New Mexico.  Even though Mrs. Arnold can’t adapt to the culture of Corazon Sagrado, Josh becomes an integral member of the Sagrado community, building friendships with classmates at Helen De Crispin High School.  Josh comes into his own and into a young man’s understanding of duty, responsibility, and love.  A novel suitable for experienced readers.
Sabriel – Garth Nix

Sabriel is Book One of Nix’s The Old Kingdom Triology.  Since childhood, Sabriel has lived outside the walls of the Old Kingdom, away from the power of Free Magic, and away from the Dead who refuse to stay dead.  But now her father, the Mage Abhorsen, is missing, and Sabriel must cross into that world to find him.  With Mogget, whose feline form hides a powerful, perhaps malevolent spirit, and Touchstone, a young Charter Mage, Sabriel travels deep into Old Kingdom.  There, she confronts an evil that threatens much more than her life—and comes face to face with her own hidden destiny.  Popular fantasy fiction for those who love to stretch their imagination.

The Secret Life of Bees – Sue Monk Kidd

The core of this novel’s story is Lily Owens’s search for a mother.  She finds one in a place she never expects.  She finds her Madonna in a woman named August Boatwright, the proprietor of a honey farm that’s a harbor of quiet civility.  August and her sisters, June and May, offer Lily a true “home!”  Accessible to all readers.
A Separate Peace – John Knowles

One of the most frequently read teenage novels, A Separate Peace is set in the summer of 1942 at a boy’s boarding school in New Hampshire.  The plot focuses on the relationship between two friends, Gene Forrester and Phineas.  Gene, the school’s shy intellectual, and Phineas, the school’s charismatic athlete, form a friendship based on rivalry.  Gene must come to terms with an act he commits that will destroy Phineas.  Appeals to the serious reader.
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn – Betty Smith

This is a moving and memorable novel about the childhood of Francie Nolan who grows up in the slums of Brooklyn, New York, in the early 1900’s.  Francie grows up with a sweet, tragic father and a severely realistic mother; she knows more than her share about the suffering of the poor.    Like the sturdy tree that grows out of cement near her home, Francie is imaginative, alert, and resourceful.  She survives and thrives despite poverty, lack of formal education, sexual assault, and extreme loneliness.  This book was controversial when first published fifty years ago.  Its frank writing about life’s squalor was alarming to some, but it is now considered an American classic.  The New York Public Library selected this novel as one of the Books of the Century.   Contains some mature content.  Suitable for experienced readers.

Where Rivers Change Direction – by Mark Spragg

Author Mark Spragg offers fourteen essays in this memoir.  In this account of his life from adolescence to adulthood, he shares the trials and beauties of growing up on a remote dude ranch in the Shoshone National Forest of rural Wyoming.  Winter brings months of solitude, and summer brings tourists from the real world – memorable characters who want to experience the American West.  In this piercing autobiography, Spragg shares his encounters with nature, self, fear, and death.  A selection for experienced readers who enjoy stories of outdoor adventure.  
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