James Buchanan – The Man

Years  -  1791  -  1868

Pres. -    1857  -  1861
Election of 1860
4 Candidates:

Republican  -                    Abraham Lincoln           180 Electoral Votes

Southern Democratic -      J.C. Breckinridge             72

Constitutional Union -       John Bell                         39

Northern Democratic -      Stephen A. Douglas         12

Because of the split in the Democratic Party – the Republican Party won – 

   but with a minority of the Popular vote.

Lincoln was against slavery – but knew it was Constitutionally allowed.  If 

   elected he would not touch slavery in the South – but would let no new

   territories become slave states.  House Divided Speech.

Seven states had seceded already when Lincoln took office in 1861.

Lincoln felt the Southern States could NOT secede – and he would force

   them to stay…but would not fire the first shots.

Only two significant Federal forts in the South – Fort Sumter in Charleston

   Harbor – with fewer than 100 men.

April 12, 1861 S. Carolina fires on the fort for 34 hours till it surrenders.

July 1861 – Battle of Bull Run

Gen. George McClellan was the Supreme General of the Union forces.  He

   was known as cautious McClellan.

Lincoln removed McClellan and put Grant in charge – he needed victories.

Unconditional Surrender Grant – Grant the bulldog – Grant the drunkard -

   Grant the Butcher.

Jefferson Davis was President of the Confederacy

Alexander Stephens was V.P.

Lee was put in charge of the Confederate Forces after he declined Lincoln’s

   offer.

Battle of Bull Run – July 1861 – Antitam Creek – Sept. 1862 were all

   Southern victories.  At Antitam Creek McClellan stopped Lee at the

   Potomic.  From this point on Lee fights defensively not offensively.

Lincoln issues the Emmancipation Proclamation Jan. 1, 1863.  It applied

   only to the slaves in the deep South where the Union forces had not

   captured.  Political document aimed at England.  This brings the issue

   of slavery into the war.

Election of 1864:
Republican-Union           Abraham Lincoln               212 Electoral Votes

                     V.P.- Andrew Johnson – slave owning Democrat from Tenn.

Democrat                       George B. McClellan            21

Confederate States***    NOT part of this election.

Gettysburg – Lee’s greatest tragedy of the war.  Lincoln’s Gettysburg

   Address.

Lee surrenders on April 1865 in Appomatox Court House.  Grant did not

   have a spirit of retribution.

Good Friday – April 14, 1865 – 5 days after Lee’s surrender Lincoln is

   shot at Fords Theater by John Wilkes Booth.

   Trial of the conspirators. 

(Transparencies) – “Costs of the War”

No wholesale blood purges at the end of the war.  No one executed for 

   purely political offenses except the Lincoln conspirators and the foreign-

   born commander of the Confederate prison at Andersonville was hung

   for murder 

Abraham Lincoln – The Man 

Years  -  1809  -  1865

Terms  -  1861 – 1865

