Roosevelt and the Rail Roads:  
Roosevelt differentiated between “good” trusts and “bad” trusts.

A “good” trust had a public conscience and a “bad” trust operated with unbridled

greed and lust for power.

Elkins Act of 1903  -  aimed at the rebate evil.

Hepburn Act of 1906  -  free passes, with their hint of bribery, were severely restricted.

Caring for the Consumer: 
In 1906 big meat packers were being shut out of certain European markets because

American meat was sometimes found to be tainted.

Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle in 1906 exposing the evils of the meat packing plants.

The Meat Inspection Act of 1906

The Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Roosevelt was a great “Conservationist”.

Under his administration he set aside 125 million acres.

The Election of 1904: 
Republicans nominate Roosevelt again, but chose Charles W. Fairbanks as Vice President.

He was a “standpatter” who would stabilize Roosevelt.

Democrats chose Judge Alton B. Parker  -   a New York lawyer.

The overshadowing issue was T.R.’s Big Stick personality.

Roosevelt proved to be the first “accidental” President to run on his own right and win.

Roosevelt won 336 to 140 in the Electoral College.

Election of 1908: 
As Roosevelt had promised not to run again – he decided to pick his own successor.

Secretary of War  -  William Howard Taft.

Democrats chose William Jennings Bryan again.

Taft polled 321 to 162 in the Electoral College.

Bryan ran for the presidency three times.  Twice against McKinley and once against

Taft.  He was never successful.
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William Howard Taft’s Presidency: 
Taft had established an admirable reputation as a lawyer and judge.

He suffered from the handicap of following the noise, bluster, and showmanship of T.R.

Taft believed in a government by laws rather than by men.

He also generally adopted an attitude of passivity toward Congress.

The Payne - Aldrich Tariff of 1909 reduced the tariff from 46.5% to 40.8%.

Conservation Controversies  -  Ballinger - Pinchot Quarrel:
Taft was a conservationist.

Under his administration millions of acres of coal lands in Wyoming and Montana

were set aside along with water-power sites.

The Ballinger – Pinchot quarrel erupted in 1909.

Ballinger opened up again water-power sites in Wyoming and Montana that had

been withdrawn under T.R.  Coal lands in Alaska were also reopened.

Pinchot was a former member of T.R.’s Tennis Cabinet.  He was angry at what

Ballinger had done.

Taft upheld Secretary Ballinger and dismissed Pinchot for insubordination.

Taft the Trust Buster: 
Taft caused 90 legal proceedings to be brought against the trusts during his 4 years

as compared with some 44 for Roosevelt in 7-1/2 years.

Canadian Reciprocity of 1911: 
For many decades Canada had been seeking a reciprocal tariff arrangement with the U.S.

Taft felt reductions might quiet the criticism of the Payne-Aldrich Tariff.

The lumbermen and grain farmers of the Middle West cried out against the loss of their tariff protection against Canadian products.

Taft “drove” the agreement through Congress.

“Reciprocity would be a step toward the inevitable annexation of America’s northern neighbor.”

Suspicious Canadians had no desire to be annexed to the U.S.

The agreement with Washington was thereupon repudiated.

Dollar Diplomacy: 
The title of “Dollar Diplomacy” applies to Taft’s policy of foreign affairs.

The concept was two-sided:

1. Using foreign policy to protect Wall Street dollars invested abroad.

2. Using Wall Street dollars to uphold foreign policy.

Washington encouraged bankers to pump dollars into foreign areas of strategic

Concern to the U.S.

Under Taft the Almighty Dollar came to supplant the “Big Stick” of T.R.

The Election of 1912:
In February 1912 – Roosevelt cried, “My hat is in the ring!” and “The fight is on and 

I am stripped to the buff!”

The rupture between Roosevelt and Taft came when the Republican convention chose

Taft for the nomination instead of Roosevelt.

The Democrats nominate Dr. Thomas Woodrow Wilson.

Wilson had been a professor,  President of Princeton University,  and Governor of

New Jersey.

Roosevelt being rejected by the Republicans became a candidate for the 3rd party

Progressive Republican ticket.

Nicknamed the  “Bull Moose Party”.

Roosevelt and Taft were bound to slit each other’s political throats, by dividing the

Republican vote they guaranteed a Democratic victory.

Wilson’s “New Freedom” –  stood for vigorous enforcement of the anti-trust laws.

Wilson won with 435 Electoral votes to Roosevelt’s 88 to Taft’s 8.

Wilson won with 41% of the popular vote.  Minority President.

The 16th Amendment: 
The 16th Amendment was passed in Taft’s “lame duck” period.

It was passed February 1913  -  and made it lawful to have a federal income tax.
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Taft was the only man in American history to hold the two highest offices in the land:

*** President of the United States

*** Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

Dr. Thomas Woodrow Wilson: 
Wilson is the only president with an earned Ph.D. in Political Science.

His whole life is characterized by “Rigidity”.

He is also known as the Crusader President.

He wanted to lead Congress  -  but Congress did not want to be lead.

He would not compromise!!!

Three goals of his Platform: 
1. Lower the Tariff:  The Underwood Tariff brought it down to 29%.

The Income Tax was raised from 3% to 6%.

Under $4,000 you were exempt.  The average worker was not paying

much tax, …if any.

2. Reform the Banking System:  A more elastic currency was needed.

Wilson did not want the Eastern bankers to control banking.

He did not want the government to get involved either.

Solution = Federal Reserve Act of 1912  -  12 Districts and they control

the money flow.

3. Anti Trust Legislation:  Clayton Act  -  strengthened the government’s hand

     against Trusts.

     He established a Federal Trade Commission  -  to monitor the whole area of

     Business transactions and mergers.

     Wilson was only against “Bad” Trusts.

Foreign Affairs  -  Problems with Mexico: 
Mexican Revolution of 1910  -  Wilson will not recognize the Huerta regime as he

said they were “Butchers”.

Carranza fought guerilla warfare style against Huerta.

Wilson tells Huerta to negotiate with Carranza.

Battle at Vera Cruz:  The Germans were sending aid to Huerta and Wilson intervened

and fought at Vera Cruz to keep the German goods out.

Carranza defeats Huerta and now Wilson is against Carranza because of his

bloody methods.

Wilson eventually goes for a third man  -  Villa.

The Pershing Expedition: 
“Pancho” Villa was a bloodthirsty combination of bandit and Robin Hood.

In January 1916 his followers killed 18 U.S. citizens in Santa Ysabel, Mexico.

March 1916 Villistas shot up Columbus, New Mexico  -  leaving 17 dead Americans.

General John J. (Black Jack) Pershing.

His force missed capturing Villa.

President Carranza permitted the invasion with reluctance.

Expedition was withdrawn in January 1917.

The Expedition helped spur the military preparedness movement – showing the

U.S.’s weaknesses.

This would ultimately lead to Germany’s decision to push the U.S.into war. 

***We were not seen as a threat!***

World War I.
Wilson’s Fourteen Points: 
Wilson’s Fourteen Points Address was issued on Jan. 8, 1918.

The first five points were broad in scope:

1. Abolish secret treaties.

2. Freedom of the seas.

3. Removal of economic barriers among nations.

4. Reduction of armaments.

5. Adjustment of colonial claims.

The other points promised partial or full independence to oppressed minority

groups, such as the Poles.

The capstone point was #14  -  The League of Nations.
Cost of the War: 
The war roughly cost $112 billion, including nearly $75 billion in veterans’ benefits.

Master Organizer  -  Herbert Hoover  -  the so-called Knight of the Lean Garbage

Can, became the outstanding hero of this war, and he was a civilian.

The Treaty of Versailles: 
To conclude the treaty Wilson left the U.S. to go to Europe.  This was a mistake.

He took mainly Democrats with him.

Wilson was unrelenting in his 14 Points.  He would not compromise.

In the end he got only four of his points.

He could not get the U.S. to sign the League of Nations.

The Senate would not ratify the Treaty.

He took it to the people in a nationwide tour.  Suffered a stroke in Colorado.

For the last seven months of his term he was a crippled man.  Mrs. Wilson “ran”

the White House.    “Female President”

The Treaty of Versailles was a victor’s peace.  Germany was reduced to a potato

patch and was forced to pay indemnities.

This ultimately will lead to W.W.II.
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The Election of 1920: 
Republicans nominate Warren G. Harding  -  good looking, likable person.

“Return to Normalcy” was his campaign promise.

Vice-Presidential candidate went to Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The 19th Amendment had given women the vote just months earlier.

Harding won 404 to Cox’s 127 in the Electoral Vote.

Eugene V. Debs (Prisoner #9653) was the Socialist Party candidate.

Harding was a mental lightweight.

He, like Grant, could not detect moral corruptness in his evil associates.

He surrounded himself with his “Ohio Gang”.

Republican Rule:
Harding became a “front” for Republican industrialists.

Government was to assist and protect industry, but not regulate it.

In Harding’s 3 years he was able to appoint 4 of the 9 justices to the Supreme Court.

Harding selected ex-President Taft as the Supreme Court Chief Justice.

Much of the Progressive legislation regarding labor was lost under Harding’s administration.

1. Killed a child-labor law

2. Restricted governmental intervention in the economy

3. Invalidated a minimum-wage law for women

Peace after World War I.:

Having rejected the Treaty of Versailles – the U.S. was still technically at war

with Germany, Austria, and Hungary.

July 1921 Congress passed a joint resolution declaring the war officially over.

The Republican presidents would not recognize Bolshevist Russia.

They would not be recognized till 16 years later under F.D.R.

When a calamitous famine struck Russia in 1921, the Republican Congress

voted $20 million for relief.

This was administered by Herbert Hoover.

Perhaps 10 million people were saved.

Ship – Scrapping at the Washington Conference: 
Disarmament was a problem that cried desperately for attention. 

The U.S. boasted the 2nd largest Navy,   just behind Britain’s.

The Washington “Disarmament” Conference in 1921-1922 was called by Harding.

The spotlight focused on big battleships.

The scaled down navies of America and Britain would be equal in Battleships and

aircraft carriers, with Japan on the small end of a 5 – 5 – 3  ratio.

The U.S. was forced to scrap more than two dozen warships, built or nearing completion.

Wall Street’s Big Bull Market: 
The Golden Twenties began in 1922 – prosperity was everywhere.

Speculation ran wild with the bull market continually climbing.

The wartime debt in 1914 was $1 billion  /  in 1921 it was $23 billion.

A series of tax reductions were enacted from 1921 to 1926.

His spare-the-rich policies shifted the tax burden from the wealthy to the

middle-income groups.

Hiking the Tariff Higher: 
The Fondney-McCumber Tariff Law of 1922 raised the tariff to 38.5%.

European producers felt the squeeze, for the American tariff walls prolonged

the post-war chaos.

Europe needed to sell its manufactured goods to the U.S. to pay its huge

War debts to Washington.

Stemming the Foreign Flood: 
Isolationist America of the 1920’s, was hostile to the influx of foreigners.

2/3 of the new immigrants came from Southern and Eastern Europe.

Emergency Quota Act of 1921  -  3% of the number living in the U.S. in 1910.

Immigration Act of 1924 – Quotas cut from 3%  to 2%.  (1890)

Act of 1929 cut the figure in half again – limiting the total to 152,574 a year.

In 1965 Congress abolished the national-origins quota system.

The K.K.K. resurged to prominence with the Anti-foreign “Nativist” movement.

Strongest in the South and Mid-West.

Scandal in the Harding Administration: 
Early in 1923 Colonel Charles R. Forbes, onetime deserter from the Army, was caught

with his hand in the till and resigned as head of the Veterans’ Bureau.   $200 million.

Teapot Dome Scandal – involved priceless naval oil reserves at Teapot Dome,

Wyoming and Elk Hills, California.

Secretary of the interior, Albert B. Fall, induced Secretary of the Navy Denby, to

transfer these properties to the Interior Department.

Fall then quickly leased the lands to oilmen Harry F. Sinclair and Edward L. Doheny

for $400,000.

Harding died in San Francisco, on August 2, 1923.

Harding’s weaknesses was that he tolerated persons and conditions which subjected

the Republic to its worst disgrace since the days of President Grant.
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Calvin Coolidge -  A Yankee in the White House:
“Silent Cal” had a hands-off policy toward business.

He let business have its own way.

Culture of the Roaring 20’s:
Prosperity pulsated in the “Roaring Twenties.”

Assembly line production reached perfection in Henry Ford’s plant near Detroit – a

Finished automobile emerged every 10 seconds.

A new arm of American commerce came into being:  Advertising.

“Flappers” wore bobbed tresses and dresses.

For the roaring 20’s Jazz was its sacred music.

The Prohibition Era:

In 1919 the 18th Amendment had established prohibition.

Strong opposition persisted in the large Eastern cities – “wet” foreign born peoples

were concentrated here.

“Speakeasies”

Prohibition spawned shocking crimes.  Violent gang wars broke out in the big cities.

Chicago was the most spectacular example of lawlessness.

In 1925 “Scarface” Al Capone, began 6 years of gang warfare.

“Public Enemy Number One”

He served 11 years in a federal penitentiary for income tax evasion.  (Alcatraz)

Gangsters moved into other profitable and illicit activities:  Prostitution, Gambling,

and Narcotics.

Organized crime had come to be one of the nation’s most gigantic businesses.

By 1930 the annual “take” was from $12 billion to $18 billion  -  several times

the income of the Washington government.

Increased bank savings and decreased absenteeism in industry.

The Scopes Trial in Tennessee: 
The “Monkey Trial” took place in Tennessee in 1925.  A high school biology

teacher, John T. Scopes, was indicted for teaching evolution.

William Jennings Bryan joined the prosecution.

Bryan won the case  -  but lost the war.

The Election of 1924  -  The Three Way Race: 
The Republicans run Coolidge again.  “Keep Cool and Keep Coolidge”

Democrats nominate John W. Davis – a wealthy New York corporation lawyer.

The Democratic platform attacked the Harding scandals.

Senator (Fighting Bob) LaFollette of Wisconsin ran as the Progressive Party candidate.

The Electoral count was 382  for Coolidge, 126  for Davis, and 13  for LaFollette.

Uncle Sam  -  The World Banker: 

The so-called Allied war debts totaled $10 billion, about 90% of which had been

incurred by Britain, France, and Italy.

Total costs of reparations on Germany were $32 billion.  They paid off about $4.5 billion.

Only Finland ever paid off their W.W.I. debt to the U.S.

“Outlawry of War”  -  pledge to forswear war as an instrument of national policy.

Coolidge’s Secretary of State – Kellogg, later won the Nobel Peace Prize for his role.

Kellogg signed with the French foreign minister in 1928 the famed Kellogg-Briand Pact.

It was ultimately ratified by 62 nations.

This pact, while outlawing war as an instrument of national policy, permitted

defensive war.

Coolidge Moves Toward Good Neighborism:
Mexico City was attempting to wrest from American petroleum companies the private properties which, under the new Constitution of 1917, were now legally vested in the Mexican nation.

1926 Coolidge sent Dwight W. Morrow, a Wall Street banker to Mexico.

“Good Will Tour” of  aviator Charles A. Lindbergh.

Morrow finally worked out a temporarily acceptable compromise:

The American oil companies were permitted to retain the rights they had

secured prior to the Constitution of 1917, but not those obtained later.

A bright new day was dawning in relations with Latin America.

Election of 1928: 
Republicans nominate Secretary of Commerce  -  Herbert Hoover.

He was never elected to a public office before this, but was popular with the masses.

Democrats nominate Alfred E. Smith  -  four-time governor of New York.

“Al(cohol)” Smith was drippingly wet  -  and a Roman Catholic.

Mudslinging of the 1828 Election: 
Hoover preached “rugged individualism”.      “A chicken in every pot, a car in every garage”.

Below-the-belt tactics were employed by lower-level campaigners.

Religious bigotry was raised over Smith’s Catholicism.

“A Vote for Al Smith is a Vote for the Pope.”

“Rum,  Romanism,  and Ruin”

Hoover triumphed 444 to 87 in the Electoral College.

Calvin Coolidge   -   The Man     Biography on-line.

He has the credit of holding more elective offices than any other President.

Herbert Hoover’s Administration:
Hoover had absorbed the 19th Century ideals of industry, thrift, and self-reliance.

“Great Humanitarian”.  No President had yet entered office with more

international renown.

He had faith in American individualism, free enterprise, and small government.

The Lindbergh Kidnapping: 
Kidnapping for ransom blossomed in the early 1930’s with several hundred

notorious cases.

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh’s infant son was kidnapped and killed in New Jersey.

Federal Bureau of Investigation  (FBI), under J. Edgar Hoover.

Hoover and the Tariff:
The Hawley - Smoot Tariff of 1930 turned out to be the highest protective tariff

in the nation’s peacetime history.

Raised rates from 38.5% to nearly 60%.

To angered foreigners it seemed like a declaration of economic warfare on the

entire outside world.

It plunged both America and other nations deeper into the terrible depression which

had already begin.

Putting America on Rubber Tires:

The automobile came about because of assembly-line methods and other mass-

production techniques.

By the 1890’s Henry Ford and Ransom E. Olds  (Oldsmobile), were developing

the infant automobile industry.

By 1910 there were 69 companies.

Detroit became the motorcar capital of America.

As a person Ford was ill educated and socially and culturally narrow.

“History is Bunk”

By 1929 Americans had far more automobiles than existed in all the rest of the world.

The one millionth American had died in a motor accident by 1951 – more than all

those killed on all the battlefields of all the nation’s wars to that date.

Man Develops Wings: 
The Wright brothers,  Orville and Wilbur, performed “the miracle at Kitty Hawk,”

North Carolina, on December 17, 1903.

12 second flight of 120 feet.

In 1927 Charles A. Lindbergh  -  “The Flying Fool” flew the Spirit of St. Louis

from New York to Paris in 33 hours and 39 minutes.

The first presidential race to be aired was in November of 1920  -  Harding’s

election broadcast from Pittsburgh.

American free enterprise sponsored radio with “commercials” as opposed to 

European government owned stations.

The Movie Industry:
The Great Train Robbery  -  1903

5-cent theaters were known as “Nickelodeons”.

Hollywood, in Southern California, quickly became the movie capital of the world.

The Great Crash: 
A catastrophic crash came in October 1929.  It was partially triggered by the British,

who raised their interest rates in an effort to bring back capital lured abroad by

American investments.

Black Tuesday  -  October 29, 1929.

By the end of 1929 stockholders had lost $40 billion in paper values.

The stock-market collapse heralded a business depression, at home and abroad,

Which was the most prolonged and withering in American or world experience.

Over 5,000 banks collapsed in the first 3 years of the depression.

What caused the Great Depression?     One basic explanation was overproduction

by both farm and factory.  Ironically, the depression of the 1930’s was one of

abundance, not want.

1. The nation’s ability to produce goods had clearly outrun its capacity to consume or pay

     for them.  Too much money was going into the hands of the few wealthy people.

2. Overexpansion of credit through installment plan buying overstimulated production.

3. Technological new laborsaving machines had added to the problem of unemployment.

4. Economic conditions in Europe and in England further worsened the condition.

A terrible drought scorched the Mississippi Valley in 1930.

“Hoover blankets”     and     “Hoovervilles”

As a humanitarian, Hoover was profoundly distressed by the widespread misery about him…

yet as a “rugged individualist”, he shrank from the heresy of government handouts.

Aid should come from local government, not from Washington.  This would reduce misrepresentation and graft.

He would assist the hard-pressed railroads, banks, and rural credit corporations, in the hope that if financial health were restored at the top of the economic pyramid, unemployment would be relieved at the bottom on a trickle – down basis.  

Herbert Hoover  -  Pioneer of the New Deal: 
President Hoover at least recommended that Congress vote immense sums for useful public works  -  $2.25 billion.

Hoover Dam  -  voted by Congress in the days of Coolidge, it was begun in 1930

under Hoover and completed in 1936 under Roosevelt.

Hoover had begun to initiate government assistance for the needy citizens.  He

started what Roosevelt would take all the way.

The Battle of Anacostia Flats: 
Thousands of impoverished veterans and unemployed demanded immediate

payment of veterans bonuses to come due in 1945.

20,000 converged on the capital in the summer of 1932.

A gigantic, unsanitary “Hooverville” was set up.

Hoover ordered General Douglas MacArthur to evacuate the unwanted guests.

The Allied War Debtors Default:
Allied debt payments to Washington were about to dry up.

Hoover proposed a one-year suspension on European war-debt payments.

Ultimately all debtors defaulted by mid-1934 except for Finland.

The U.S. was forced to write off the defunct debts.

Japanese Militarist Attack China: 
In September 1931, the Japanese lunged into Manchuria.

They shut the Open Door in the conquered areas.

This was a flagrant violation of the League of Nations covenant, and Japan now

withdrew from the League.

Hoover – Stimson Doctrine of 1932  -  The U.S. would not recognize any territorial

acquisitions achieved by force.

Presidential Campaign of 1932:
Voters were in an ugly mood as there were 11 million unemployed.

Herbert Hoover was run again as the Republican candidate.

The Democrats nominated Governor Franklin Delano Roosevelt of New York

– a 5th cousin of T.R.

Roosevelt revealed a deep concern for the plight of the “forgotten man”.

The Democratic platform came out for the repeal of prohibition, attacked the

so-called Hoover depression, and promised not only a balanced budget but

sweeping social and economic reforms.

“Happy Days Are Here Again”  and  “A Vote for Roosevelt Is a Vote Against Hoover”

“The Worst Is Past”  and  “It Might Have Been Worse”  and  “Prosperity is Just

Around the Corner”.

In the Electoral College Roosevelt won 472 to Hoover’s 59.

Beginning of a heavy shift of Blacks, traditionally grateful to the Republican party

of Lincoln, over to the Roosevelt (Democratic) camp.
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The first to enter the White House as a multimillionaire.

He is the second longest-lived of our Presidents.

He has had the second most honorary doctorate degrees conferred upon him of any

other person, except for the poet Robert Frost.

F.D.R. and the Three R’s: 
Relief,   Recovery,   Reform.     “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself”.

Turned to the radio to deliver 30 “Fireside Chats.”

Creating Jobs for the Jobless: 
Roosevelt had no hesitancy about using federal money to assist the unemployed, and

at the same time to “prime the pump” of industrial recovery.

Civilian Conservation Corps  (CCC)  -  employment in fresh-air government camps

for about 3 million young men.

Demagogues: 

Father Coughlin, a Catholic priest in Michigan who began broadcasting in 1930 and whose slogan was “Social Justice”.  He was anti-New Deal, anti-Semitic,

and anti-Fascist.   

United States Senator, Huey P. (Kingfish) Long of Louisiana.

“Share Our Wealth” program, with “Every Man a King.”

Every family was to receive $5.000 and $2,500 per year.

He was shot in Louisiana in 1935.  

Dr. Francis E. Townsend of California proposed that every person 60 years and over

to receive $200 per month – and be forced to spend it.  

Works Progress Administration  (WPA): 
Founded in 1935  -  Employment on useful projects.

It spent about $11 billion on thousands of public buildings, bridges and hard-surfaced roads.

Prohibition was officially repealed by the 21st Amendment late in 1933.

Paying Farmers not to Farm: 
Farmers had suffered from low prices and overproduction.

Agricultural Adjustment Administration  (AAA) – would eliminate price-depressing surpluses by paying growers to reduce their crop acreage.

Several million pigs were purchased and slaughtered.  Much of their meat was

distributed to persons on relief.

The Dust Bowls and the Oakies: 
In 1933 a prolonged draught struck the states of the Trans-Mississippi Great Plains.

In 5 years about 350,000 Oklahomans and Arkansans – “Oakies” and “Arkies” trekked

to Southern California.

John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath – 1939, portrayed the plight of these people.

The TVA Harnesses the Tennessee River: 
The Tennessee River drained a badly eroded area about the size of England.

It contained about 2.5 million of the most poverty-stricken people in America.

Tennessee Valley Authority  (TVA)  -  1933.  To discover precisely how much the production and distribution of electricity cost.

The Project brought:

Full employment                                             restoration of eroded soil

Cheap electrical power                                    reforestation

Low cost housing                                             improved navigation 

Abundant cheap nitrates                                   flood control

A once poverty-cursed area was being transformed into one of the most flourishing regions in the country.

Social Security: 
Social Security Act of 1935  -  provided for Federal and State unemployment

insurance.  To provide security for old age, specified categories of retired workers

were to receive regular payments from Washington.  

A New Deal for Labor: 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938  -  Industries involved in interstate commerce were

to set up minimum wage and maximum hour levels.

40 Cents an hour          40 hours a week

Labor by children under 16 was forbidden, and under 18 if the occupation was dangerous.

The Campaign of 1936: 

Democrats re-nominated Roosevelt.  Their platform stood squarely on the record of

the New Deal years.

The Republicans nominated liberal Governor Alfred M. Landon of Kansas.

He had balanced the budget of his state in an era of unbalanced budgets.

Republicans condemned the New Deal of Franklin “Deficit” Roosevelt.

Roosevelt won in the Electoral count 523 to 8.

Roosevelt coalition:  South,   the Blacks,   the Urbanites,   and the Poor.

F.D.R. Packs the Court: 
20th Amendment  -  1933 shortened the “lame duck” period of Congress down to

six weeks.  Now Roosevelt took office on January 20th.

To Roosevelt the old men on the Supreme Bench stood stubbornly in the pathway

of progress.

6 of the 9 justices were over 70 years old.

Roosevelt’s plan:  Add a new justice to the Court for every member over 70 who

would not retire.

The maximum membership could then be 15.

Roosevelt was savagely condemned for attempting to break down the delicate checks

and balances among the three branches of government.

The Court became more sympathetic toward the New Deal legislation.

Congress voted full pay for justices over 70 who retired.

Roosevelt ultimately appointed 9 justices.

The Twilight of the New Deal: 
The Federal Government, with its hundreds of thousands of employees, became

the largest single business in the country.

The national debt  -  $19.5 billion in 1932    /    $40.5 billion in 1939.

The New Deal failed to cure the depression.

Not until W.W.II. was the problem of unemployment solved.

National Debt in 1945  -  $258 billion.

Roosevelt saved the American system of free enterprise and purged capitalism of 

some of its worst abuses.

Foreign Affairs – Russia: 
Roosevelt formally recognized Russia in 1933 – 16 years after the Revolution.

Why:

     1.  Hitler was on the rise in Germany,   Land-hungry Japan was on the rampage

          in the Far East, and many Americans believed that the recognition of Moscow

          might bolster the Russians against the Japanese.

2. A depression-ridden U.S. was willing to gamble that an enriching trade would

Develop with the Soviet Union.  Profits promote partnership.

Good Neighborism under F.D.R.: 

Roosevelt was eager to line up the Latin Americans to help defend the Western Hemisphere.

He renounced armed intervention – The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act in 1934

Roosevelt was empowered to lower existing rates by as much as 50%, provided that the other country involved was willing to respond with similar reductions.

By the end of 1939, 21 countries had signed pacts with the U.S.

