Gay and Lesbian Organization of Students in Support (GLOSS)
of Lone Star College-North Harris
CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization shall be GLOSS (Gay and Lesbian Organization of Students in Support) of Lone Star College-North Harris.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

To create a safe environment and a support group that will help GLBT individuals who are “coming out” and already out, help heterosexuals understand gay culture, target AIDS awareness, and discuss homophobia, drug and alcohol abuse.  
ARTICLE III – MEMERSHIP

1. Membership shall consist of regular and associate members.
2. Regular Membership is open to faculty, staff, and students of Lone Star College-North Harris (LSC-North Harris).
3. Associate Membership (participation) is open to specialists in the Gay/lesbian society, AIDS awareness field, and anyone else interested in carrying out the purpose of the organization.
4. Meetings are open to the general public.
ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS

1. The officers of the organization shall be a combination of elected and appointed officers. Elected officers include: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian. Appointed officers include: Newsletter Editor, Field Trip Coordinator, and Parliamentarian.
2. Election of officers shall be held at a meeting to be agreed upon for a term of one year, by Regular Members.  Votes may be cast by those present at said meeting or may be cast by absentee ballot in the Advisor’s office suite where both ballots and ballot box will be located for a period of one week prior to election date.  Notice of the election date will be posted in the Advisor’s office suite for two weeks prior to election.  Appointed officers shall be named by the President at this same meeting.
3. Nominations for each elective office shall be made from the floor with the consent of the nominee.  
4. The Executive Committee shall be made up of the appointed and elected officers of the organization, with the President as chairperson.  The committee shall hold meetings as deemed necessary by the President.  
5. The President and at least one Vice President shall be full-time students, while all others may be full-time or part- time students.  This insures that the organization will not lose its roots with LSC-North Harris.
6. At all meetings of the organization and the Executive Committee, the President, or in his/her absence, one of the other officers shall preside in this order: Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian.
7. If an office, except the presidency, becomes vacant during the year, the President shall appoint a person to serve the unexpired term, with the approval of the Executive Committee.  If the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice President shall assume the office of the President.
ARTICLE V – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

1. The President shall preside at all meetings, authorize payment of bills, appoint officers and committees, authorize field trips, authorize speakers, and shall be an ex officio member of all committees.
2. The Vice President shall be responsible for publicity, organization of special events, and acting as an aid to the President.
3. The Secretary shall keep a record of all minutes of all meetings of the organization and Executive Committee, handle all correspondence, preserve all documents and records and transmit them to his/her successor, and keep records of the members.
4. The Treasurer shall receive all monies and provide for their safe keeping, keep a record of receipts and expenditures, and make a report at each meeting.
5. The Historian shall compile a record of the activities of the organization and preserve it for future references to help provide a sense of continuity for the organization.
6. The Newsletter Editor shall compile, edit, and publish all items of interest to the membership and supervise mailing of the newsletter and provide for an exchange of newsletters with other organizations.
7. The Field Trip Coordinator shall plan, organize, and supervise all field trips, in accordance with the wishes of the membership and the policies and procedures of Lone Star College and the Office of Student Activities.
8. The Parliamentarian shall call all meetings to order and close the meetings.  S/he shall also lead proceedings.
ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS


Meetings shall be held at least once per month on the campus of LSC-North Harris.  More frequent meeting may be held at the discretion of the membership.

ARTICLE VIII – DUES


Dues for each year may be set by a majority vote of the membership at the electoral meeting and, if enacted, shall be payable at that time. 

ARTICLE IX – QUORUM


A quorum at all meetings of the organization shall consist of the members at the meetings.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS


The Constitution may be amended at any regular meeting by a majority vote of the Regular membership, provided that the proposed amendment has been distributed in written form to the membership prior to introduction, consideration, or discussion.  Amendments must be submitted to the Advisor(s) and the Office of Student Activities for administrative approval.
ARTICLE XI – AUTHORITY 


Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the organization on all points not provided herein. 

ARTICLE XII – ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE

This Constitution shall be effective immediately upon adoption, and after administrative approval from the Office of Student Activities.
