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	Steps to PREPARE for the Physical Therapist Assistant Program Application:

	1.
	

	Enroll in Lone Star College System. If you have not taken classes at a LSCS campus within the last year, you must apply to the college or update your application at www.lonestar.edu/admissions. If you need assistance with the application process, please visit   https://www.lonestar.edu/Student-Records-Info . If you need accommodations, please visit _
https://www.lonestar.edu/Accommodations-Services.htm 

	2.
	

	Submit official copies of all college transcripts to the Admissions Office at Lone Star College-Kingwood for the purpose of evaluation. Transcript evaluation can take 2-3 weeks and credits must be completed before application can be submitted. Any previous OTA course credits must be approved by the program director and are subject to timelines. For further information send your questions to kc-occupationaltherapy@lonestar.edu. 
Applicants who have attended high school and/or college in another country must have their transcripts evaluated and converted to U.S. credits by an approved outside agency. See www.naces.org/members.htm

	3.
	

	A cumulative GPA in high school and/or college of at least 2.0 is required. If a student has completed more than 24 semester hours of college courses, only the college GPA will be considered. LSCS cumulative GPA must be a 2.0 or higher to apply to the OTA program and graduate.

	4.
	

	Complete at least 10 hours of observation in 2 different settings in the field under the direction of a licensed Occupational
Therapist or licensed Occupational Therapy Assistant. The Observation Form can be found here:

	5.
	

	- Anatomy Complete with a “C” or higher all the following REQUIRED pre-requisite classes: Advanced placement courses will not substitute for any of the following requirements.
A. BIOL 2401 and Physiology I (must have been completed in last 7 years at time of application)
B. ENGL 1301 - Composition and Rhetoric I
C. PSYC 2301 - General Psychology

	6.
	

	Additional courses are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to be taken in advance but are not required for the application. These courses will go towards the completion of the program/degree plan and will give you additional application points: Advanced placement courses will not substitute for any of the following requirements.
A. BIOL 2402 - Anatomy and Physiology II (must have been completed in last 7 years at time of application)
B. PSYC 2314 - Lifespan Growth and Development

	7.
	

	Additional items which do not go towards the program but do award points towards your application score. A maximum of 4 
bonus points may be awarded: 
Points are awarded for the highest educational degree earned.
Master’s/Doctorate = 4 points bachelor’s degree = 3 points associate’s degree = 2 points Certificate* = 1 point
*Healthcare related must include degree certificate

	8.
	

	Previous work experience: If you have worked as a Therapy Tech/Aid for 90 days or more, provide a letter from your employer on their company letterhead verifying this to receive points on your application.
 OT Tech = 2 points Other Healthcare Tech = 1 point
*CNA, PT Tech, School classroom assistant.  Must include work experience form

	9.
	

	Complete the Health Science Reasoning Test (HSRT) AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR to the application deadline. This exam can only be taken once per year. To begin scheduling your exam, email with the following subject line: Please include the following information: All HSRT testing for the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is conducted at the following LSC testing centers (by appointment only- applicants must contact the testing center). 
· Kingwood
· Tomball
· Houston-North
· Cy-Fair
· Montgomery 
· North Harris
Bring on exam day: Picture identification and receipt of payment for HSRT.  
· For questions on the application process or if ADA accommodations are needed, please contact 
· kc-occupationaltherapy@lonestar.edu  or 281.312.1708
Testing Fess- $15.00, this fee must be paid before taking the test

	Steps to SUBMIT the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program Application:

	Application Opens:	Application Closes:
June 1, 2026	August 31, 2026

	1.
	

	Apply online at: https://webapps1.lonestar.edu/healthoccupationsonlineapp/

	2.
	

	Documents to be uploaded as a PDF when submitting your application online:
A. Bachelor’s degree transcript (if applicable)
B. Verification of 90 days’ employment as a OT/PT Tech/Aid (if applicable)
C. Previous OT Program director letter (if you have been in a OT/OTA program before)
	

	
	
	All documents must be uploaded and the application submitted online before 4:00 p.m. on the Occupational Therapy Assistant Application Deadline.

	3.
	

	Have observation hours completed, and supervision forms signed by the therapist for uploading with application.

	4.
	

	CPR, proof of immunization, drug screening, and background check will be required after acceptance to the program.



The Lone Star College-Kingwood Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) located at 7501 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 510E, Bethesda, MD 20814, (301) 652-AOTA. Graduates of the program will be eligible to sit for the national certification examination administered by the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). After successful completion of this examination, the graduate will be a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA).

Most states, including Texas, require licensure to practice. Texas licensure is based on successful completion of the NBCOT examination. A felony conviction may affect a graduate's ability to sit for the NBCOT examination or attain state licensure. Any form of charges or conviction results on a criminal background check may be cause for exclusion from admission to the program. To ensure your ability to sit for the exam it is recommended you contact NBCOT at (301) 652-AOTA and ECPTOT the occupational therapy licensing board at (512) 305-6900 and discuss your situation.







Lone Star College Policy is consistent with Texas law as to requirements and admission of any resident or non-resident student.  For admission and tuition purposes, residency is defined within Texas Education Code §54.052. In addition, LSC will notify students prior to, but not as a condition or requirement of admission, that health care facilities will require students to have a Social Security number or a Visa as a condition of being assigned to a clinical facility. Students who are unable to complete the LSC health program clinical skills requirement will not be able to complete the program due to a lack of clinical placement.
Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) Application Scoring Chart
  Student Name: 	 Date: 	

	Category
	Explanation
	Possible
Points
	Official
Points

	1. Pre-requisite GPA: Must have a minimum GPA of
	Course	Grade	Points	Credit Hours
	
	

	2.50 (No “D”) to apply.
	
	
	

	For each of the following courses completed, a point value is
	ENGL 1301	3
	
	

	based on the grade earned for the class x credit hours.
	PSYC 2301	3
	
	

	ENGL 1301
PSYC 2301
	BIOL 2401	4
	40
	

	BIOL 2401
	
	
	

	A = 4 points
	
	
	

	B = 3 points
	
	
	

	C = 2 point
	
	
	

	2. Co-requisite GPA
	Course	Grade	Points	Credit Hours
	
	

	For each of the following courses completed, a point value is
	
	
	

	based on the grade earned for the class x credit hours.
	PSYC 2314	3
	
	

	PSYC 2314
	FA/HUMA	3
	
	

	FA/HUMA
BIOL 2402
	BIOL 2402	4
	40
	

	A = 4 points
	
	
	

	B = 3 points
	
	
	

	C = 2 points
	
	
	

	3. Health Science Reasoning Test (HSRT)

	Max 33
29-33=4
25-28=3
20-24=2
15-19=1
0-14= 0
	4
	

	4. Educational Degrees
Points are awarded for the highest educational degree earned.

Master’s/Doctorate = 4 points bachelor’s degree = 3 points Associate’s Degree = 2 points Certificate* 	 = 1 point
*Healthcare related must include degree certificate
	
	


4
	

	5. Healthcare Work Experience 
OT Tech = 2 points Other Healthcare Tech = 1 point
*CNA, PT Tech, School classroom assistant.  Must include work experience form
	
	2
	

	6. Observation Hours Required
10 hours
5 hours in 2 settings
Must include observation hours form signed by therapist
	
	6
	

	7. Repeated Courses
	Course	Number of Time Repeated
	4
	

	 0 repeated courses= 4 points
1 course repeated 1x (taken a total of 2 times) = 3 points
2 courses repeated 1x each = 2 points
1 course repeated 2 or more times =1 point
2 or more courses repeated 2 or more times=0 points
	· BIOL 2401
· BIOL 2402
· PSYC 2301
· PSYC 2314
· ENGL 1301
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	100
	


THE SCORE IS CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY JUDGEMENT.
Applicant Signature: 		 Date:	

	
[bookmark: Interview_Rating_Form][bookmark: Essay_Rating_Form]OTA Essay Scoring Rubric


	
	
Points Possible
	
Points Given

	Legible Writing
	2
	

	Development of the Topic: Did the applicant address the question.
	2
	

	Information Integration: Did the applicant communicate connection between points contained in the writing sample
	2
	

	Orientation and Format:	Did the student maintain an organized focus throughout the writing sample.
	2
	

	Word Choice and Sentence Structure: Did the student vary the word choice, usage and sentence structure throughout the writing sample.
	2
	

	Grammar, mechanics, punctuation and spelling:
	2
	

	
TOTAL POINTS:
	
12
	






Interviewer’s Signature	Date
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Occupational Therapy Assistant Program
Basic Workplace Skills Assessment Form
(Observation hours and Letter of Recommendation)

I _________________________hereby authorize the individual named below to complete this assessment form and return it to kc-occupationaltherapy@lonestar.edu
I understand that the information contained in this assessment form will be considered by the Lone Star College Kingwood Occupational Therapy Assistant Program’s admission committee when making admission decisions. I waive    /I do not waive 	all future rights to review this form once submitted to the College and agree to respect the confidentiality of the remarks contained in this assessment form.


Signature of OTA Program Applicant	Date


This form must be received in the OTA department by no later than the last working day in August. Late submissions will NOT be accepted. **

	Applicant Name
	Date of Attendance
	Hours Observed

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Supervising Therapist/License #
	Treatment Setting
	How long Have you known the Applicant?

	
	
	



While it is essential that the applicant is academically able to be successful in the OTA Program, academics alone do not ensure success as a clinician. It is imperative that persons entering the profession of occupational therapy have a solid command of the below listed clinical soft skills [adapted from AOTA’s Level I Fieldwork Competencies – 2017] to be a safe and effective clinician.
2


The Occupational Therapy/Occupational Therapy Assistant program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 7501 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 510E, Bethesda, MD 20814. ACOTE’s telephone number, c/o AOTA, is (301) 652-6611, and its web address is www.acoteonline.org


	Based on your interactions with the applicant, please rate them as honestly as possible on the following attributes. If a category was not observed, please indicate by marking “n/a” in the space provided.
	Outstanding

	Above average
	Average
	Below Average
	Poor
	





n/a

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	1.	Time management skills.
Consider the applicant’s ability to be prompt - arriving and completing assignments on time.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.	Organization.
Consider the applicant’s ability to set priorities, be dependable, be organized, and follow through with responsibilities.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.	Engagement in observation experience.
Consider applicant's apparent level of interest and level of active participation while on site.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.	Self-directed learning.
Consider the applicant’s ability to take responsibility for own learning and to demonstrate motivation.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.	Reasoning and problem solving.
Consider the applicant’s ability to use self-reflection; willingness to ask questions; ability to analyze, synthesize, and interpret information; and understand OT process.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.	Written communication.
Consider the applicant’s ability to use proper grammar and spelling, legibility of work, successful completion of written assignments, and documentation skills (including emails).
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.	Initiative.
Consider the applicant’s initiative, ability to seek and acquire information from a variety of sources, and demonstrate flexibility as needed.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.	Observation skills.
Consider the applicant’s ability to observe relevant behaviors related to occupational performance and client factors and to verbalize perceptions and observations.
COMMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Verbal communication and interpersonal skills with patients/clients, staff, and caregivers. Consider the applicant’s ability to interact appropriately with individuals, such as eye contact, empathy, limit-setting, respectfulness, use of authority; degree and quality of verbal interactions, including grammar; use of body language and non-verbal communication; and exhibition of confidence.
COMMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Professional and personal boundaries.
Consider the applicant’s ability to recognize and handle personal and professional frustrations; balance personal and professional obligations; handle responsibilities; work with others cooperatively, considerately, and effectively; Demonstrates integrity.
COMMENTS:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	



Based on the known attributes and abilities of the applicant, what do you feel is the likelihood of them successfully completing the OTA program
	1	2
	3	4	5
	6	7

	Highly unlikely to be successful based on the above rated abilities
	Likely to be successful based on the above rated abilities
	Highly likely to be successful based on the above rated abilities





Based on the known attributes and abilities of the applicant, would you recommend them for the OTA program
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Do not recommend
	Neutral (no strong opinion
one way or the other)
	Recommend with
reservation
	Recommend
	Highly Recommend




Any additional comments about this applicant:


Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: 	
Business/Company:	
Telephone:	Email:	
· Questions concerning this document should be addressed with the OTA program director, Anita “Carol” Zaricor, 281-312-1464 anita.zaricor@lonestar.edu
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