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SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION
Article I.
Name of Purpose
Section 1
The name of the organization shall be International Heritage Society.
Section 2
The mission of the International Heritage Society is to reaffirm that 

heritage should be regarded as the set of the distinctive material, intellectual and emotional feature of society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, and traditions and beliefs. The members will aspire to attain greater solidarity on the basis of recognition of multi-culturalism, of awareness of the unity of humankind, and of the development of intercultural exchanges.
Section 3
The purpose of the International Heritage Society is to establish and maintain a social group with the following goals.

· To foster the exchange of knowledge and best practices in regard to multiculturalism with a view to facilitate the inclusion of participation of students ( and college staff) and groups from varied cultural backgrounds.

·  Seek to increase mutual understanding between students (and college staff) of different cultures and heritage and to improve the quality of everyday life through concrete cultural activities in Lonestar College System Cy-fair.
· Reinforce the sense of belonging to the community and the college be helping individuals know each other and to become more active in the community.

· Help international students, especially newcomers, adjust traditional identities to the social structure and cultural frameworks of Texas in general and Lonestar College Systems- Cy-Fair in particular.

· Help individuals get to know each other better and to become more aware and active in their communities.

Article II
Officers
Section 1
The elected officers of the International Heritage Society shall be as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian.


These offices shall constitute the executive council, which shall be responsible for the general planning and administrative duties for the International Heritage Society.

Section 2 
Duties of Officers
A. The President shall be chief administrative officer of the International Heritage Society and shall preside at regular and special meetings, coordinates and preside over all activities, approve the appointment, if necessary, of any committees, serve as ex-officio member of all committees, present business to the organization, represent the International Heritage Society with guidance and aid of the faculty Sponsor, develop and distribute agendas for meetings, install new officers, order and present any special awards, approve all public notices for the International Heritage Society, mentor applicants and new members, and perform all duties normally associated with the office of president.
B. The Vice President shall perform all duties of the President in the event of the President’s absence. The Vice President shall assist the President in performing and implementing all International Heritage Society goals, recruit new members, mentor applicants and new members, and take charge of special projects as assigned by the executive council and/ or the President.
C. The Secretary shall maintain record of all current members of the International Heritage Society, take minutes for all meetings, take roll at all meetings, count votes in any election, maintain and provide records of meetings, prepare correspondence, when needed, maintain files of all International Heritage Society correspondence, assists the president in implementing the International Heritage Society goals, and take charge of special projects as assigned by the executive council and/or the President, and perform other duties normally associated with the office of Secretary.

D. The Treasurer shall receive and care for all the money and property of the International Heritage, pay all bills on order of the executive council. The Treasurer shall be responsible for petty cash fund and for keeping the books current and presentable on demand. The Treasurer shall take charge of special projects as assigned by the executive council and/ or the president and perform other duties normally associated with the office of Treasurer.   
E. The Historian  shall be responsible for the publicity of the International Heritage Society activities and projects, maintain a multi-media records of the club events, assist the president in implementing the International Heritage Society goals, mentor applicants and new members take charge of special projects assigned by the executive council and or the president, and perform other duties normally associated with the office of Historian

Section 3
Officers are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that does not reflect negatively on International Heritage Society and/ Lonestar College Cy-Fair. Officers are expected to maintain a high standard of integrity, which includes the qualities of honesty, good character, good academic achievement and confidentiality. Officers shall perform all of their duties as defined for their respective offices as provided in this Constitution.


Failure to meet these expectations can result in immediate removal of an officer by the executive council or the Faculty Sponsor.

Section 4
Elections of Officers 
A. All members of the International Heritage Society may nominate candidates for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian. Further nor inactions’ for these offices shall be taken from the floor at the time of the election. Nominees must be active, members of the International Heritage Society as defined in Article IV of this Constitution. 

B. All officers for the forthcoming academic year shall be elected at the last regular meeting in the spring semester and shall assume their respective duties immediately following their installation. The officers shall serve for one year or until their successors are installed.

C. A majority vote of current members of the International Heritage Society shall elect any officer who does not perform the duties in a manner deemed satisfactory by the majority vote of the executive council and the Faculty Sponsor.

D. In the even that an office becomes vacant, a successor to that office shall be nominated in the manner outlined above in Section 4-A, and shall be elected as outlined above in Section 4-C, at the first regular meeting or special meeting following the resignation or removal.

Section 5


The order of secession of officers shall be: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian.

Article III
The Faculty Sponsor

Section 1
The Sponsor for the International Heritage Society shall be full-time member of the Faculty in Lonestar College Systems-Cy-Fair. The executive committee and/ or the primary Sponsor may designate a co-sponsor. The Sponsor(s) shall work with the executive council in coordinating the programs of the International Heritage Society and help the officers in achieving the objectives of the International Heritage Society. 

Section 2
The Sponsor(s) shall be responsible for the guidance and approval of the International Heritage Society activities, shall act as liaison between the Lonestar College Systems-Cy-Fair Office of Student Affairs, and shall be an ex-officio member of the International Heritage Society executive council. The Sponsor shall oversee the maintenance of the International Heritage Society record, finances for the purpose of audit and annual reports.


Article IV
Membership
Section 1
The International Heritage Society shall consist of current members only.

Section 2
Current members shall be students who are officially enrolled in Lonestar College System Cy-fair had signified their intentions to be members of the International Heritage Society by filling- up a membership form for the current school year. Faculty and staff of Lonestar College System Cy-Fair may join the club observers and cannot be officers of the club or vote during election of officers. Faculty and staff, when present during meetings, may vote in other decision-making process.

Section 3
Former members who have not renewed current membership and alumni member (former members who have moved on the other institutions or work) may be allowed to participate in special activities in the election process.
Article V
Meetings
Section 1
The International Heritage Society shall have regularly scheduled meetings, the dates of which shall be announced at a prior regular meeting, and will be scheduled with Lonestar College System Cy-Fair Office of Student Activities. Public notice of said meeting shall be posted prior to the actual meeting.

Section 2
The President, executive council or Faculty Sponsor may call special meetings. Notice of such meetings shall be given to the Lonestar College System Cy-Fair Office of Student Activities.

Section 3
The Roberts Rules of Order shall govern the procedures during a regular meeting.
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